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This way in...
Pentecost—the Power of the Holy Spirit!

On Sunday, June 4th, we will celebrate the day of Pentecost.  
Pentecost has been referred to as the “birthday of church.”  
On the Day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit filled the disciples 
gathered together and God’s mission of healing this world 
through Jesus’ church was begun!  At one particular church, 
Red Hill Lutheran Church and School, we Worship weekly 
in our Sanctuary; Red Hill Lutheran School students 
gather daily for instruction; and all the ministries of our 
church seeks to change lives in the name of Jesus!  We 
do all of this because 
of the fulfilled promise 
of Pentecost. Without 
the fulfilled promise of 
Pentecost, there would 
be no Holy Spirit coming 
to the disciples, therefore 
likely no more disciples 
made.  This means no Church, no Luther, no Lutheran 
Church, and no Red Hill.  Suddenly, Pentecost becomes 
very personal, doesn’t it?

In the Old Testament era, Pentecost was originally an 
annual feast that followed the Feast of First Fruits, also 
called the “Feast of Weeks” (Leviticus 23:15-22).  The 
name “Pentecost” was derived from the Greek word 
“pente” meaning “Fifty,” because it fell fifty days after 
Passover.  Additionally, by the time of the New Testament 
era, Pentecost commemorated Moses’ giving of the Law 
on Mount Sinai.  

As a festival within Judaism, many pilgrims from throughout 
the empire would come to Jerusalem to celebrate Pentecost.   
It was during this Pentecost festival that the disciples were 
gathered together in the upper room, waiting.  Waiting for 
what?  Throughout the Gospel of John, we read that Jesus 
promised the “comforter,” the “helper,” the Holy Spirit, 
would come when He went back to the Father.   For example,

“But when the Helper comes, whom I will send 
to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who 
proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about 

me. 27 And you also will bear witness, because you 
have been with me from the beginning. (John 15.26)

In Acts 1.8, Jesus said:
 “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to 
Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the end of the earth.”

When Alfred Nobel discovered an explosive element that 
was stronger than anything the world had known at the 
time, he asked a friend and Greek scholar for a word that 
conveyed the meaning of explosive power.  The Greek word 
was dunamis, and Nobel named his invention “dynamite.”  
Dunamis is the same word that Jesus used when He told 
His disciples in Acts 1.8 that they would receive power!  On 
the Day of Pentecost the power came—the promised Holy 
Spirit filled the hearts and minds of the disciples and the 
church was born!  And, as the old saying goes, “the world 
has never been the same.”   As author and Pastor Charles 
Stanley writes:

What a difference the Spirit’s indwelling presence 
made in their lives; No longer were they fearful men 
who ran away; nor were they people looking out 
for their own interests. Now they were transformed 
into a cohesive group who “were continually 
devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.  
And all those who had believed were together and 
had all things in common” (Acts 2.42, 44).1

Consider:  The Holy Spirit’s power transformed these first-
century believers into bold witnesses (Just like Jesus said!) 
for the Gospel.  Prior to Pentecost, Simon Peter couldn’t 
stand up for his faith when a teenage girl asked if he was 
“with Him,” if he was a follower of Jesus.  After the power 
of the Holy Spirit was unleashed on Pentecost, Peter stood 
up and boldly preached the Gospel, resulting in 3,000 people 
being saved.  Peter even refused to deny his faith and was 

1  Charles Stanley. “The Holy Spirit’s Presence.” In Touch Ministries.
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crucified upside down, because he said he did not deserve 
to die in the manner of his Savior!

Saul of Tarsus was known as a persecutor of Christians; a 
man who wanted to wipe out this heretical movement of 
apostate Jews.  After Pentecost, Saul became a believer on 
the Damascus Road, seeing a vision of the risen Jesus.  God 
led Ananias to go and pray for him and Saul was then filled 
with the Holy Spirit.  From that moment on, he went out and 
proclaimed Christ in the synagogues.  The transformation 
was so total that his name was changed from Saul to Paul, 
the man the Holy Spirit spoke through to record most of 
the New Testament.

What we see from Pentecost is that the power of the Holy 
Spirit is for a purpose.  It is not power to be crazy or power 
to do weird things.  It is power to be a witness for Jesus; the 
power to courageously stand up for our faith; the power to 
live the life of a disciple of Jesus.  This was Luther’s point:

I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength 
believe in Jesus Christ my Lord, or come to Him; 
but the Holy Ghost has called me through the 
Gospel, enlightened me by his gifts, and sanctified 
and preserved me in the true faith; in like manner 
as He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the 
whole Christian Church on earth, and preserves it 
in union with Jesus Christ in the true faith; in which 
Christian Church He daily forgives abundantly 
all my sins, and the sins of all believers, and will 
raise up me and all the dead at the last day, and will 
grant everlasting life to me and to all who believe 
in Christ.  This is most certainly true.  (The Small 
Catechism, “The Explanation of the Third Article 
of the Apostle’s Creed”).

Through Baptism, we are “sealed by the Holy Spirit and 
marked with the cross of Christ forever.”  Since Pentecost, 
every believer receives the Holy Spirit through Baptism.  
While the disciples and others had been Jesus’ followers 
before Pentecost, there had been no “body of Christ” to 
which they could belong.  On Pentecost all that changed.  
Now, the Holy Spirit lived Jesus’ life through them, and now 
all people of faith can abide in Jesus through His Spirit.  If 
Jesus is the vine and we are the branches, then the Spirit is 
the “sap” equipping us, empowering us, for the Christian 
life.  The Spirit seals us in Christ—proof of the promise 
that we are forever in God’s presence (Ephesians 1.13-14).  

At Red Hill, we worship, study, connect, pray, serve, teach, 
and love one another, because on the Day of Pentecost, the 
Holy Spirit filled the room, the hearts, and the souls of some 
people who were wondering what’s next, and empowered 

them to go and share the good news that Jesus has come to 
set the world right.  Today, as we look into a future that only 
God knows, we too are given the power to go forward in 
faith—the power of the Holy Spirit—to live in and proclaim 
the good news of the Gospel.  

May the Spirit of God continue to fill and empower Red 
Hill Lutheran Church and School, so that this community 
will know Jesus, and make Him known!  Have a great June!

Faithfully in Jesus,

Pastor Seth  

Red Hill Lutheran Church
MUSIC MINISTRY

Get involved in the Music Ministry!
If you are interested in being involved in our Music Ministry, 
please contact Marty Schaefer, Director of Arts & Worship 
at ext. 102 or email mschaefer@redhillchurch.org. 
We have many ways that you can use your musical gifts in 
worship and service to the Lord. From the Chancel Choir, 
to the Jubilee Hand Bells Choir, to contemporary music, to 
solo singing or playing an instrument in church, we have 
a place for you!

Join us for this incredible event featuring world class 
vocalists and orchestra. This concert is also a preview 
of the music many of our Chancel Choir will be sing-
ing on our tour of Germany and the landmarks of the 
Reformation in June. Invite your friends! This con-
cert is free to all!
Please join us after the concert for a reception in 
the CLC where we will be serving strudel and cof-
fee and beverages, free for everyone!
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A Message from Pastor Joel
As many of you know, I graduated from the Master’s 
Institute Seminary with a Master of Divinity degree on May 
20th. This was the culmination of six years of part-time study 
while concurrently serving as your associate pastor. Some 
of you might find this confusing. Traditionally, pastors are 
called after completing seminary, not before. But I’ve never 
been one to do things the way everyone else does them, so 
allow me to explain my journey and what it means for us 
going forward.
In April of 2010, Pastor Seth was called to serve as the senior 
pastor of Red Hill following the departure of Pastor Tom 
Brashears. This was also just eight months after Red Hill 
voted to leave the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America 
(ELCA) and join Lutheran Congregations in Mission 
for Christ (LCMC). For over a year, Pastor Seth worked 
tirelessly as a solo pastor of a large church and school. 
During that time, it was clear that the church needed to call 
an associate pastor. However, one of the ramifications of 
the decision to leave the ELCA was that we no longer had 
denominational support for finding trained clergy. However, 
the LCMC allows for a local congregation to extend a 
contract call to a person whom the local congregation 
believes has the skills and aptitude necessary to carry out 
pastoral responsibilities.  Here is how LCMC describes it:

“In an effort to provide for maximum flexibility to 
congregations to meet a variety of ministry needs, 
congregations and/or a ministry committee will 
establish the procedures for a contract call.

People in a contract call may be authorized for Word 
and Sacrament ministry.  The congregation will give 
such authorization and will notify an appropriate 
district and the LCMC association office.  This 
notification will be made so that persons in a 
contract call will be invited to appropriate pastors’ 
meetings and continuing education opportunities.” 
(Ministry Standards and Procedures for Lutheran 
Congregations in Mission for Christ Clergy. www.
LCMC.org) 

Further, LCMC describes that through the contract call, 

“Congregations may call an individual to serve in 
their congregation…This means they are calling an 
individual who is not recognized by the association 
as a certified candidate.  Persons called on a contract 
basis may provide ministry according to their gifts 
and as negotiated with the congregation.  Further 
training is recommended.  Some candidates may 
seek to acquire training which leads to certification, 

while they serve in a contract call capacity.  The 
congregation will determine the title for the position 
held by a person with a contract call.  Standards and 
terminology may vary by district or congregation.”  
(Ministry Standards and Procedures for Lutheran 
Congregations in Mission for Christ Clergy. www.
LCMC.org) 

As you can see above, LCMC delineates between a contract 
call and a certified call.  What this means is this; with a 
contract call, a church can call someone to a pastoral role 
to that congregation only.  If a pastoral candidate seeks 
further theological training, as recommended by LCMC, 
which is a Master’s Degree in Divinity (going to seminary), 
upon receiving the training/degree, they are considered a 
certified pastoral candidate.  Consequently, the candidate 
could receive a certified call from any LCMC congregation.

In September of 2011, the congregation of Red Hill voted 
to extend to me a contract call as your associate pastor. 
Beginning the very next Sunday, I started my pastoral 
ministry in Word and Sacrament. This means I was able 
to preach, preside over the Sacraments, and perform 
other pastoral responsibilities like funerals and weddings. 
Because this was unprecedented in the history of Red Hill, 
and highly unusual within the LCMC, there was no formal 
ordination or installation. Instead, the decision was made 
to reserve this service for when I was fully certified by the 
LCMC.

Now that I’ve received my Master of Divinity degree, I am 
eligible for certification, a process that I’ve already begun. 
I expect that my certification will be approved sometime 
this summer. Once that happens, we will plan a public 
affirmation and celebration of my ordination.

On a personal note, I want to thank you, the congregation 
of Red Hill, for your support, encouragement, prayers, 
patience, and trust over these last six years. I have been 
truly blessed in serving you and I look forward to continue 
doing so for many more years to come!

God Bless,

Pastor Joel
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BIBLE STUDY & THEOLOGY

WORSHIP

Summer Sermon Series
“Fighting the Good Fight: 1 Peter”

Living the Christian life in this world is never easy.  While 
some periods in Christian history were more volatile 
than others, Biblical faith will conflict with the dominant 
cultural values of the current age.  The Apostle Peter 
himself experienced the tensions, conflicts, and sufferings 
that came out of his relationship with Jesus.  What Peter 
discovered personally, and then encouraged his community 
to discover as well, is that our hope and power to live as 
Jesus’ disciples are found in the suffering and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ.  The Christ who suffered is also the Christ 
who is now exalted (1 Peter 3:19–22).  
In June, we will begin our summer sermon series, “Fighting 
the Good Fight: 1 Peter.”  The book of 1 Peter was written 
during a very intense and difficult time in church history.   
In the introduction to 1 Peter, The Harper Collins Bible 
describes these struggles well:

The readers of the Apostle Peter’s letter were 
confused and discouraged by the persecution they 
were encountering because of their faith.  Peter 
exhorted them to stand strong, repeatedly reminding 
them of Christ’s example, the riches of their 
inheritance in him, and the hope of his returning 
again to take them to heaven. (Introduction to 1 
Peter, Harper Collins Bible ESV Version, 2002)

Through our study of 1 Peter, we will examine the history 
and circumstances of the early church and how God called 
His people then, and calls His people now, to be faithful 
and persevere through times of conflict, challenge, and 
even persecution.   
Do you struggle to live faithfully in our world today?  
Are you finding it “harder” to be a person of faith in an 
increasingly hostile culture?  What challenges do you face 
as a disciple of Jesus in your life?  You are welcome to join 
us as we look to God and His Word for direction!  Here is 
the schedule for June:
June 4th: “Our Identity.” Texts: 1 Peter 1.1-12; Luke 12.35-

46

June 11th: “Our Call.” Texts: 1 Peter 1.13-22; John 1.29-34    
June 18th: “Born Again.”  Texts:  1 Peter 1.20-25; John 3.1-8
June 25th: “People of God.”  Texts:  1 Peter 2.1-12; Matthew 

18.1-  6, 10-14
The overall goal of this series will be to understand the 
context and message of 1 Peter, as well as the challenges 
and threats the church faces in every age.  And, through this 
understanding, to encourage and equip you, as a disciple of 
Jesus, to persevere in your daily life by living a godly life, 
being a good citizen in the community, and being a faithful 
worker, spouse, and friend!

Summer Sunday Study Series
Intertestamental Times
Begins June 11th

If you love history, and even if you don’t, you won’t 
want to miss our Summer Sunday Study Series on the 
Intertestamental Times. Many Christians have studied the 
Old Testament, and many Christians have studied the New 
Testament. But too few have studied the times between the 
Testaments. That’s what this class is all about. More than 
just a history lesson, it sets the context for our understanding 
of the New Testament and the life and preaching of Jesus. 
This class will explore key historical moments and literary 
works of Judaism’s Second Temple period. The course 
covers Israel’s return from Babylonian exile, beginning in 
583 BC, to the destruction of the Jerusalem temple in AD 
70. The course also surveys a vast array of Second Temple 
literature, from the OT Apocrypha to the writings of Philo 
and Josephus.
C. H. Dodd, biblical scholar and professor at Oxford and 
Cambridge, once described the ideal interpreter of the 
New Testament: “The ideal interpreter would be one who 
has entered into the strange first-century world, has felt its 
whole strangeness, has sojourned into it so that they have 
lived themselves into it, thinking and feeling as one of those 
to whom the Gospel first came, and then who will return to 
their own world.” Get the point that Dodd is making. He’s 
not saying that they stay in that sort of ancient world but, 
rather, that they go there, they discover the world there, but 
then they come back to their own world and give the truth 
that they discerned in that ancient context.
This class will utilize video lectures from Joel Willitts, a 
professor in the biblical and theological studies department 
at North Park University. He has researched and published 
several books, essays, and journal articles on the New 
Testament’s Jewish context.
Join us on Sunday mornings beginning June 11th at either 
10:00 or 11:30am for this interesting study!
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Wednesday Morning Bible Study
“Galatians”  
Wednesday 7:15am to 8:00am 
Prayer Chapel
Teacher: Pastor Seth
Freedom.  The word itself brings images and feelings of 
hope, possibility, and adventure.  The Gospel of Jesus Christ 
is about our freedom—freedom from sin, death, and hell, as 
well as the man-made “walls” that separate human beings.  
That is why the Christian message is called “Gospel,” which 
literally means, “good news.”  As disciples, we are meant 
to live in the freedom of the Gospel, living lives of hope, 
possibility, and adventure!
One reason Paul wrote the letter to the Galatians was to 
defend Christian freedom.  As Christianity began to spread 
throughout the Roman Empire, questions arose about the 
relationship between Jews and Christians; to what extent 
does Jewish Law apply to non-Jewish Christians?  What 
would non-Jews (Gentiles) have to do to be a Christian at 
a time when most early Christians were practicing Jews?  
Paul’s’ insistence was that, in Christ, all people are now 
free to follow Christ apart form laws, regulations, and 
religious systems that divide and enslave humanity.  Jesus 
had fulfilled all that was necessary to reconcile humanity to 
God and to bring God’s reign (the Kingdom) to this world.  
Jesus conquered death as the sign that this age has begun.  
In his Commentary on Galatians, Martin Luther writes:

In this whole epistle Paul treats of the resurrection of 
Christ.  By His resurrection, Christ won the victory 
over law, sin, flesh, world, devil, death, hell, and 
every evil.  And this His victory he donated unto 
us.  These tyrants and enemies of ours may accuse 
and frighten us, but they dare not condemn us, for 
Christ, whom God the Father has raised from the 
dead is our righteousness and our victory.1 

Join us on Wednesday mornings as we study this profound 
book of Scripture.  Through our verse-by-verse study of 
Galatians, we will explore…: 

…The overall message, themes, and theology of 
Galatians within the Biblical narrative.
…The history and challenges of the early church 
in the province of Galatia.
…The nature and scope of the Gospel—what is 
the Gospel and what does it means today
…Paul’s emphasis on God’s plan to free His 
people from bondage to sin and “the powers.”
…The regular study of the Bible as the primary 
means of growing as a disciple of Jesus and living 
faithfully in this world!

1  Martin Luther. Commentary on Galatians (New York: Classic Books, 2009).  

You are always welcome to join us at any point in our class, 
as we sing, pray, and study God’s Word together!  If your 
schedule permits, after the Bible study at 8:00 a.m., the 
class adjourns to Coco’s Restaurant in Tustin for breakfast.  

BIBLICAL COMMUNITY
I love the persistent nature of God.  How He plants a seed 
or an idea in our hearts and then nurtures and guides us on 
a journey that reinforces and grows that seed until the idea 
becomes a passion.  From that passion grows excitement 
helping us to step out of our comfort zone and either invite 
others in or set that seed or idea into an action.  Many of 
the connection ideas that come to me I know are seeds from 
God that he continues to nurture in my heart, opening doors 
until I “catch the vision” and make a choice to trust him to 
lead me on the path it takes to make it happen.  It’s fun to 
share stories with others who have experienced this same 
loving persistence from a God who truly will never give up 
on us when our own confidence for acting on these seeds 
or nudges is lacking.  
Recently a group of our men paid heed to a seed planted 
for a retreat.  There was a desire but apprehension had to be 
overcome.  God in his wisdom and eternal patience always 
knows the right time to nudge so that confidence grows 
until the action can occur.  He is not in a rush; He knows 
His Will will be done.  I asked Jack Woodman, pictured 
on the right, a driving force and part of the core planning 
team for the April Men’s Retreat, to share the inspiration 
behind putting the recent Men’s retreat together.  Below is 
his story in his own words:

I often find it odd and humorous how the Lord 
chooses to accomplish His purposes.  I was listening 
to a sermon on Mark 1 this week and was reminded 
how the Lord chose to start the proclamation of the 
kingdom of God using fishermen.  And such was 
the case with the Men’s’ Retreat for 2017.  It started 
when I was having a conversation with Karl Kottke 
and Buddy Bullock outside of Karl’s house and the 
topic came up about studying the bible and how there 
was a need to go deeper.  Later that same week, I was 
listening to a local Christian radio station and they 
were promoting some kind of retreat regarding topics 
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but not one of the topics centered on actually learning 
how to study the bible.  
I felt a strong burden for men who wanted to study, 
felt overwhelmed to study and yet wanted to know 
how to lead.  I cannot explain it and it didn’t come 
from me but it was a feeling I could not shake.  Later 
that week I called Buddy and asked him what he 
thought about doing a retreat. .  . his response was 
“do it!”  I was not sure but began to seek the Lord, 
asking what He wanted and desired.  
My brother Buddy began to catch a vision for the 
retreat as well, and we shared our vision with Pastor 
Seth and Pastor Joel and began to pray, seeking 
what we should do next.  Over a period of about a 
year the Lord began to give a vision to a core group 
who handled the logistics.  Some were the guinea 
pigs for the curriculum we were putting together.  
God had a desire for His men to learn, to meet with 
Him in study, to pour out the riches of his word.  I 
cannot express in words the gratitude to both these 
core men and their families who sacrificed in order 
that their fathers and husbands could pour into this 
event.  Their sacrifice provided time and space so that 
these men could grow in knowledge of how to study 
the word in order to contend for the faith; for their 
families, each other and the church of God.  This is 
the truth: it was the work of our Lord who is alive 
and is seeking His people; to bring them to Himself 
in truth, reconciliation and restoration.  
The core team of men that God picked for His 
purpose were Me (registered nurse), Buddy Bullock 
(Salesman), Craig Tuthill (Financial Advisor), 
Dave Henry (Semi-retired geologist), Dave Brenner 
(Teacher), Isaiah Coughran (Worship Minister), Brett 
Moore  (IT Specialist) and  Joel Kelly (Pastor).  Truly. 
. . a bunch of modern day “so called” fishermen that 
wanted to please the Lord  . . .  in fear, trembling, 
insecurity and complete reliance on a Loving, 
powerful Savior who is able to make us to stand.  
The best moment was to see Jesus Christ drawing the 
men to Himself through the study of His word and 
watching the men be excited by it!  To see the men 
leave and want to take more of the Inductive Study 
Bibles home to study with their families was the 
best moment for me.  It was exactly what the Lord 
had burdened my heart with.  It was done with such 
transparency and love amongst the men . . . the band 
of brothers as I heard some men give reference to it.   
The worst moment for me was also the one that made 
me laugh the most . . . it was the beginning portion 
of learning how to  inductively study the word and I 
somehow decided in the middle of the first session to 

tackle the white board and knock it over.  It was the 
Lord’s way to tell me to lighten up on myself and get 
out of the way.  That was followed by a quick break 
. . . makes me laugh still!
My hopes for the next one:  that there would be one 
man who, (as my brother Bill Calderon tells me often) 
would get out of the boat (just like Peter) . . .  and 
seek the Lord for what he desires for the next retreat.  
He is seeking those who are just humble and bold 
enough to follow Him.  The best way I have been 
encouraged is from this community of my fellow men 
and in accountability and transparency in the word 
of God.  We need not walk alone or in isolation but 
as Jude says in Jude 26 “And have mercy on those 
who doubt, save others by snatching them out of the 
fire; to others show mercy with fear, hating even the 
garment stained by the flesh.”  The inspiration comes 
from being in the love of the Lord; I discovered this 
during this Men’s retreat 2017.  Our Lord desires to 
accomplish and pour out so much blessing until He 
comes again!  He just desires those to be humble and 
bold enough follow. . . Our Lord is on the move, that’s 
all I can say, and Jude 3 exhorts us to contend for the 
faith.  Grace and Peace, Jack Woodman

I encourage you to be bold, pay attention to the stirrings or 
yearnings in your heart.  Don’t discount them as whimsical, 
but rather ask God if He is working through you to touch the 
lives of others.  It may not be a retreat, but perhaps hosting 
a small group in your home, park or coffee shop.  Or even 
simply saying hello to a new person in the pew next to 
you.  To connect in some way and be a part of the “life” of 
Christ who with God is the ultimate example of community 
and friendship.  In a book from the (in)courage community 
called Craving Connection I read, “Connecting with others 
lightens the load and adds space for more laughter and 
healing because we know we aren’t alone.  Excuses can 
keep us comfortable, and free us from our fear of failure, 
but in the process we might miss the joy that comes with 
trusting the new things God brings into our lives. New 
things and/or change can instill fear, but when you look 
back and remember past change and the growth that took 
place, aren’t you thankful?”
Such great advice!  I pray that you will strive to be fearlessly 
bold and listen for the new things God wants to bring 
through you.  
-Isaiah 43:18-19 
18 “Remember not the former things,
    nor consider the things of old.
19 Behold, I am doing a new thing;
    now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
I will make a way in the wilderness
    and rivers in the desert.
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Blessings to all of you.
Angela Calderon
(714) 878-3274
acalderon@redhillchurch.org

OPPORTUNITY FOR CONNECTION:
MarriedPeople Small Group Series
Wednesday 6:45pm in Upstairs Room 15
Hosted by Matt & Carrie Smith and Chuck & Kym Rogers
All are welcome.  Child Care available.
We have two meetings remaining for June 7th and June 
14th.  Each of these weeks have been a great opportunity 
to meet with other couples interested in investing quality 
time in their marriage. To hear God speak wisdom from his 
word and the experiences we’ve each shared, allowing us 
to encourage and build each other up in support of making 
our marriages a priority in today’s busy schedules.  The 
topics for these last two weeks will be Respect and Love and 
Practice your Promise.  Don’t be scared off by these titles.  
Honestly there has been nothing heavy and no discomfort 
in the casual conversation that ensues after watching the 
speaker/DVD portion that prompts us to consider how each 
topic impacts our marriages, nor in any of the questions 
discussed during any of these meetings.  We are reminded 
each session that this is a safe place where you can choose 
to share or not share based on your own preference.  I 
encourage you to give it a try. 

Save the date!  September 15th and 16th
Women’s Retreat hosted by Beth Moore with a 
Livestream  Simulcast with Travis Cottrell, music leader.

Make plans to join us for a special in-house retreat on 
September 15th and 16th. We’ll start off our retreat on Friday 
night from 5:30-9:00pm for dinner, community building, 
listening to an impactful speaker and participating in 
some hands-on activities that will inspire us to be more 
interactive on our journey of faith.  Come discover a simple, 
but powerful tool to access God’s heart for you. Increase 
intimacy, joy, capacity, healing and transformation on a 
daily basis! Experience what it feels like to be seen, heard 
and understood by God in a way that releases life and hope.  
We’ll resume our gathering Saturday morning at 9:00am 
in the CLC, starting with a continental breakfast and more 
community building before participating in the worldwide 
Beth Moore live stream simulcast titled, “Captivated: The 

Wonder of Christ On The Winding Road”.  This will be a 
time of worship with music artist Travis Cottrell and Bible 
study Beth Moore. We’ll have a break for lunch (A few 
of the men have graciously agreed to coordinate cooking 
lunch for us) and even offer an optional Holy Yoga session 
to Christian Music to keep you refreshed and relaxed all 
throughout the day as you rejuvenate your soul and rekindle 
your relationship with our Lord Jesus in a very special 
way.  Come, and embark on a new path of being bold and 
intentional in your pursuit of God and establishing deeper 
relationships with other women here at Red Hill!  Watch for 
more details to come in the months ahead. Contact Angela 
Calderon for questions 714-878-3274, or acalderon@
redhillchurch.org.

Women of Red Hill
All women of Red Hill are invited to our summer 
Combined Circle meetings. All groups will join together 
in the CLC. This is your chance to learn more about our 
women’s Bible studies. Light refreshments will be served.
June: Tuesday, June 27, 2017 at 6:30pm
                     hosted by Rebekah Circle
August: Tuesday, August 1, 2017 at 9:30am
                     hosted by Lydia and Deborah Circles
Please note: We will also have our annual business 
meeting at this time.
We are privileged to have our Pastors lead these 
inspirational Bible Studies at our two summer meetings!

Women’s Bookclub
Tuesday, June 20th, 12:45pm in Peter’s Parish. 
Our book choice for the month is “Seeking Allah, Finding 
Jesus” by Nebeel Qureshi.
Engaging and thought-provoking, 
this book tells a powerful story of the 
clash between Islam and Christianity 
in one man’s heart—and of the peace 
he eventually found in Jesus.  All Red 
Hill women are welcome. We are also 
studying this book in Sunday Morning 
Bible Study! Any questions, please 
contact Marlene Thorson, 714/352-5896 
or emthor@cox.net.
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Father’s Day
Sunday, June 18th is Father’s Day.  For those of us who are 
dads, it is important to remember that the greatest gift that 
we can give to our children, is our encouragement to trust 
our Heavenly Father above all else!
Christian Pastor and author, Ray Ortland, shared these 
thoughts about his dad and Father’s Day.  Ortland called 
these reflections, 
“10 Unforgettable Lessons on Fatherhood.”  Ortland writes:
1. He was never too busy.
My dad was a busy pastor, but he was never too busy for 
me.  When he felt he hadn’t had enough time with me, he’d 
say, “Hey Bud, want to skip school tomorrow and go down 
to the beach?”  It didn’t take me long to agree to that!  So 
off we went.  We surfed and talked and had fun together.  
The next day he’d write a note to the school to explain my 
absence, and when I took it to the principal’s office they 
always marked my absence “Unexcused.”  I guess the 
reason didn’t count with them—a father wanting to catch 
up with his son.  But dad didn’t care.  I mattered to him.  
And I knew it.
2. He was a Bible man.
My dad was wholeheartedly devoted to Jesus.  On my 17th 
birthday, he and my mom gave me a new Bible.  In the front 
he wrote the following:
Bud,
Nothing could be greater than to have a son—a son who 
loves the Lord and walks with Him.  Your mother and I have 
found this Book our dearest treasure.  We give it to you and 
doing so can give nothing greater.  Be a student of the Bible 
and your life will be full of blessing.  We love you.
Dad 
9/7/66 
Philippians 1:6
When I read that, I knew my dad meant every word of it.  
He was a Bible man, and the blessing he wrote about was 
obvious in his own life.
3. He praised God.
As a kid growing up, I didn’t need an alarm clock most 
mornings.  I woke up to the sound of my dad singing in the 
shower down the hallway.  Many men are hard to read.  I 
have no idea what they stand for.  But I never wondered 
about my dad—what he cared most about, what he was 
living for. 
4. He cheered me on.
My dad set me free to pursue God’s call on my life.  He 
guided me in appropriate ways, of course, but he did not 
fearfully cling to me or hope I would always live nearby.  
Just the opposite.  He urged me to follow Christ anywhere. 
5. He had a real walk with God.

I remember going downstairs early one morning and 
walking in on my dad in the living room.  There he was, on 
his knees, his face buried in his hands, absorbed in silent 
prayer.  He didn’t know anyone else was up.  It wasn’t for 
show.  It was real.  My dad had a real walk with God.  It 
never occurred to me to wonder if Jesus was the Lord of his 
heart and of our home.  Dad loved the gospel.  He served 
the church.  He witnessed to our neighbors.  He even tithed 
when he couldn’t afford it.  He set the tone of our home, 
and our home was a place of joy, honesty and comfort.  
Jesus was there.
6. He taught me theology in the backyard.
One day when I was 11 or 12, while we were doing yard 
work outside—I can’t remember the context—my dad 
stopped, looked me in the eyes, and said, “You know, 
Bud, before time began, God chose you.”  I was floored.  
Almighty God thought of tiny me?  Way back then?  I felt 
so loved by God. 
7. He loved us when it wasn’t easy.
My mom told me once that dad had a practice as he came 
home at the end of each day.  He worked hard throughout 
the day and he came home tired.  So as he walked up the 
back steps, before he reached out to open the back door, 
he would lift a simple prayer to God, “Lord, I need some 
extra energy right now.”  The moment-by-moment reality 
of God in my dad’s heart gave him energy to love his family 
when it wasn’t easy.
8. He helped me love the church.
The fact that dad was a pastor made me “the preacher’s 
kid,” obviously.  Dad had high standards for Christian 
living.  But he was wise enough to know that a 10-year-old 
follows Christ in a way different from a 40-year-old.  He 
was realistic and compassionate. 
9. He lived his faith simply and practically.
Dad showed me how to walk with the Lord in practical 
ways.  Dad exemplified how to make daily Christianity 
accessible and practical.
10. He told me ministry isn’t everything.
Being a “preacher’s kid” was sometimes difficult, as I 
mentioned.  But more than offsetting this difficulty was 
my dad’s love for me and my admiration for him…My 
respect for my dad and his personal attractiveness—the real 
Christianity I saw in him, the beauty with which he served 
as a pastor even when he suffered—the personal impact of 
it all was that I grew to revere the pastoral ministry…
Early on Sunday, July 22, 2007, my dad woke up in his 
hospital room in Newport Beach.  He knew it was finally 
his day of release from this life.  He had the nurse call the 
family in…Dad spoke a word of patriarchal blessing and 
admonition to each one, a message suited to encourage and 
guide.  He pronounced over them all the blessing of Aaron:  
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rhlc Youth & Family
XP3 Ministries:  Middle School/High School

Summer Blessings! 
It’s hard to believe that our school year is almost over and we 
will begin transitioning into summer.  Our Youth and Family 
ministry team hopes that this summer will be focused 
on rest, rejuvenation and quality family time growing in 
relationship with Christ.  Matthew 11:28 reminds us that we 
find our rest in Christ alone and it is our hope and desire that 
students spend quiet time in His 
Word as well as take a moment 
to breathe from the typical hectic 
school year activity.  To that end 
we have established the first week 
of July and August as “Family 
Week” in which we will not hold 
Middle School or Senior High 
youth group in order to allow families more time together. 
We hope families will continue to attend our Sunday Family 
Worship services. 

Speaking of transitions, on Sunday June 4th, we welcome 8th 
graders into High School Ministry beginning with a Beach 
Bash. On Wednesday, June 7th, all incoming 6th graders are 
invited to a pool party and start attending middle school 
ministry each week.  We are excited to launch our summer 
ministry experience for both our middle school and high 
school students with trips to Forest Home summer camp 
(High School is June 25th-30th and Middle School is July 
16th-21st), fellowship outings to the beach, Knott’s Berry 
Farm, an Angel’s Game, backyard pool time with BBQ 
and Bible Study and much more! Please see our Church 

website for the June, July and August calendars. This is a 
great time to reach out to neighbors, teammates, friends, 
and the community to bring them to youth group! 

We also are so pleased to have so many of our small group 
leaders returning to XP3 youth ministry, and many of 
whom have chosen to “roll up” with their small groups.  
Please continue to pray for our leaders and students as they 
continue to feel called to serve our youth:   

•	6th Grade: Mike and Renee Mihalovich, Sally 
Enriquez, Verl Harnapp

•	7th Grade: Karen Davis, Sue Schaefer, Lisa Williams, 
Bill Calderon, Dave Brenner

•	8th Grade: Brenda and Savannah Baird, Sydney 
Caamano, Alexis Nunez, John Nellessen

•	HS:  Christina Baptiste, John Caamano, Craig 
Harriman, Shannon McNeil, Laura Sampson

2017 Confirmation Class

With Love and Gratitude…
We especially want to acknowledge Mrs. Linda Stepp 
who has faithfully served in youth ministry for 35 years.  
She has spent countless hours mentoring young women 
in our middle school youth group, providing leadership 
and support for our acolyte ministry and serving alongside 
the pastors and other small group leaders in Confirmation 
study and preparation.  Sending notes of encouragement to 
students has been a beautiful gift and instrumental part of 
her connection with students over the years.  
As an expression of our love for her dedication, this past 
month we recognized Mrs. Stepp and presented her with 
a beautiful scrapbook containing gratitude notes from 
students and parents, past and present, with whom she 
has had a tremendous impact on over the years. We pray 
God’s continued blessings upon Mrs. Stepp as she moves 
into a new chapter of her life.  May she always know the 
incredible love and appreciation we have for her faithful 
service to our youth!   

“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face 
to shine upon you and be gracious unto you; the Lord lift up 
his countenance upon you and give you peace” (Numbers 
6:24–26).  And then, quietly, he fell asleep.  My dad’s dying 
words summed up his parenting and his whole life.  
As dads, what memories will we leave our children?  It is 
never too late to start instilling memories in our kids that 
will reflect the Lordship of Jesus and our gratitude for the 
gifts of our children!  May our Lord bless the dads of Red 
Hill to be the men of God we are called to be!  Our Lord 
and our kids deserve nothing less!
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During June and July your child will be learning about kids 
in the Bible who rocked. Or, in other words, kids in the 
Bible who did what God wanted them to do. We believe 
that kids who do what God wants them to do totally rock! 
As a parent, you do so much to help your child develop the 
skills they will need to become a successful adult. You help 
them learn new information, master new skills, and make 
new friends. How about we add doing what God wants them 
to do to that list? No matter how young or old a person is, 
they can do what God wants them to do. We think that is 
what makes you and your child ROCK!

First Look (0-5 years) Coordinator,
Carmen Gogosha
VBS Begins July 10th!
Please join us for VBS July 
10–14, from 9:00am-12:15pm. 
Preschool through 6th grade are 
invited. Kids will discover they 
are uniquely wired for one reason. They were wonderfully 
made in the image of God. VBS will show them the Creator 
of all things created us to know and love him. Kids will 
enjoy Worship with Bible message and then rotate through 
games, crafts, missions, snacks and life application activities 
with a small group leader. Registration closes June 16. 
Applications can be found on the church website, at the 
Children’s Ministry table on Sunday mornings and in the 
school office.
VBS is fast approaching. This is our largest outreach in 
Children’s Ministry and it takes about 90 volunteers to put 

Mrs. Stepp’s 2017 Small Group

As we welcome new leaders and new students in the next 
few weeks, we also celebrate the 70+ volunteers this year 
who have made our youth ministry flourish at our annual 
Servant Heart Luncheon on June 11th.  
This is an opportunity to express our gratitude for so many 
of our Congregation members and volunteers who have 
contributed in some way to our youth ministry over the 
year.  Some may have simply provided a dinner meal or 
hosted an event.  Others have been drivers, chaperones, 
prayer warriors or camp counselors.  Some serve weekly as 
small group leaders and others have given time for special 
service projects.  For all, we are so very thankful and know 
that it truly “takes a village” to raise children up in Godly 
character and wisdom.  We look forward to another year in 
partnership with parents and our volunteers. 

By His Grace, 
Jennifer Brenner
Director of Youth and Family Ministry
jbrenner@redhillchurch.org

Nicole Blackley
Student Ministry Coordinator
nblackley@redhillchurch.org

252 Basics (K-5th Grades)
Small Group Leaders Needed! 
Could you spend just an hour or two each week making the 
difference in the lives of children?  Do you love the Lord 
and sharing His love with others?  We are looking to fill one 
or two small group leaders spots in our Children’s Ministry.  
Specifically, we need a kindergarten group leader.  Please 
reach out to Annie Caamano, acaamano@redhillchurch.
org, if you have any interest or know someone who might 
be qualified to fill this role.  

June Orange 252 Basics: 
THE CONNECTION BETWEEN CREATIVITY AND 
GOD’S CHARACTER, AS SHOWN THROUGH 
GOD’S BIG STORY
We begin June in the book Genesis.  In Genesis we will 
discover more about God’s creativity and learn more about 

the creation of the world. 
Creativity—imagining what you could do because you are 
made in God’s image.

Our Memory Verse for June comes from Psalm 139:14.

In His Service,

Annie Caamano
Children’s Ministry Coordinator
acaamano@redhillchurch.org
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on this great week for kids. We are really in need of adult 
volunteers to be small group leaders and help support our 
snack, mission and game rotations. No experience is needed 
and we provide the training and supplies.  The theme of 
Gadgets and Gismos lends itself to great creativity and we 
want to enhance the experience by decorating the campus. 
We are in need of builders and artists who can share their 
creative talents. If you like shopping and organizing, we 
are also in need of office support to help with classroom 
supplies.

Important VBS training dates:
Small Group Leaders:  Sunday, June 4 from 11:15am – 
12:15pm in Peter’s Parish
All Volunteers:  Sunday, July 9 2:00pm – 3:00pm in the 
Sanctuary

If you have questions, please contact, Carmen Gogosha at 
cgogosha@redhillchurch.org.

June Birthdays
6/1   Jerome Kral, Brett Moore, Joan Shield
6/2   Renee Barnes
6/3   Kevin Bagnall, Chad Starr, Pauline Stauder, Ralph 

Werley
6/4   Madison Baird, Natasha Crain, Bertha Dulgerian, 

Daniel Young 
6/6   Anne Boyum, Alyssa Shioya, Diana Thompson
6/8   Aaron Smith
6/9   Melissa Davis, Chris Lancaster, Lisa Quintero, 

Laura Sampson
6/10 Conrad Hohener III, Joseph Juarez
6/11 Akhbari Kamyar, Kevin Smith, Ken Smith
6/12 Caleb Bullock
6/13 Jennifer Feeser, Grace Reuter
6/14 Richard Bertea, Alison Kooistra, Susan Wise
6/15 Michele Smith, Beau Woolley
6/16 Patrick Bagnall, Wendy Joe, Merlyn Smith, Jodi 

Sprosty
6/18 Caroline Keefe, Alexis Wilmoth
6/20 Savannah Baird, Denise Fry, Mason Greene, Susie 

Portune, Lauren Waggoner
6/21 Derek Hardy, Peter Harney, Kaia Hartloff, Patricia 

Kramer, David Nitzen
6/22 Harko DeBoer, Arthur Kooistra, Marilyn Singer 
6/23 Tamara Hess, Christian Mihalovich, 
6/25 Anastasia Gogosha, Jordan Raybourn, Michelle 

Bitner-Smith 
6/26 Marc Shioya
6/28 Carol Day, Shannon McNiel
6/29 Vivianne Kitano, Elizabeth Lovret
6/30 Heather Jordan, Bonnie Schultz

June Anniversaries 
6/1   Patti and Glen Sullivan
6/2   Kyle and DeLacey Andersen
6/4   John and Marilyn Baab
6/6   Scott and Lori Browne, Peter and Sheila Feher
6/7   Gerald and Dolores Maki
6/8   Ray and Melissa Gomez
6/9   Phil and Sue Garnett
6/10 Brad and Valerie Brooks
6/11 Derek and Diana Hardy, Jim and Liz Weber
6/12 Jerry and Elaine Kral
6/13 Larry and Cathy Anderson, Jim and Susan Wise
6/16 Ralph and Rosedith Werley
6/20 Rollo and Nadene Pickford
6/21 Mike and Renni Bejach, Karen and Michael 

Fiorenza, Joel and Heather Kelly, Scott and Laura 
Sampson, John Olsson

6/22 Randy and Shiho Ito
6/26 Miles and Maren Martin
6/28 Donald and Jean Kline, Doug and Diane Lehman
6/29 Nick and Rene Darlow, Art and Vivianne Kitano, 

Kari and Ted Rigoni, Eric and Marlene Thorson

Got a question for a pastor or staff 
member?  You can email us straight from 

our website at:
www.redhillchurch.org

Not on The City?
Visit 

redhillchurch.onthecity.org
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